The Book of Acts 21

Acts 21:1
*Chapter Twenty-One divides into two sections: the conclusion of Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (vv. 1-26) and his Journey to Rome (vv. 27-40).  Apparently, Luke wanted Theophilus to have the inspired travelogue of Paul’s journeys which have benefitted multitudes through the centuries! Luke recorded the reality of Paul’s testimony: “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24). Having been warned about coming dangers, Paul stopped at Tyre, Ptolemais, and Caesarea before reaching dangerous Jerusalem, only to be beaten and imprisoned!  Luke recorded the 50 days and 7 weeks between Passover and Pentecost.
*The plural pronoun “we” included Luke, Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Timotheus, Tychicus, and Trophimus (Acts 20:4), his “mighty men.”  Luke said nothing about financing the 9 travelers! 
*The physician’s “medical log” became a “travel log,” giving detail about the 60 nautical mile trip from Miletus to Coos (“prison”), 50 mile trip to the island of Rhodes (“rosy”), and the 65 mile trip around the southern tip of Asia Minor to Patara (“basket”).  These were apparently day-time trips!
Acts 21:2-3
*In the providential working of the Lord (cf. Ps. 37:23), they found a “ship” going across the four hundred mile non-stop trip to Phenicia (Phoenicia), along the coast of Israel, north of Mt. Carmel and which included Tyre and Sidon. As an eyewitness on the ship, Luke saw the Island Cyprus (Acts 4:36; 11:19-20; 13:4) on the left hand and sailed to the country of Syria and her city Tyre (“rock” [11x]). The inhabitants of Tyre had heard the Lord Jesus preach the gospel (Lk. 6:17).  Apparently some disciple, perhaps Philip, started the Tyre Baptist Church.  The ship reached her destination and unloaded ware. 
Acts 21:4
*The Apostle Paul’s manner was to look for biblical churches throughout Israel. Because of Saul’s persecution, Baptists scattered from Jerusalem and established churches throughout. Scripture affirmed, saying, “Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied” (Acts 9:31). *With the news of his conversion, the churches were edified and multiplied!  The Tyre Baptist Church was the product of Saul’s conversion.  Can you imagine the conversation with Paul: “As an unsaved man you slaughtered some of our family and friends! Now, you are such a blessing that we want to fellowship with you and your converted men” (Gen. 50:20).  The Baptists fellowshipped seven days (no doubt including a church service) and some of the church members prophesied through the Spirit that he should not go to Jerusalem (Acts 19:21; 20:22-23; 21:10-14)! 
Acts 21:5-6
*After seven days, the “ship” (ploion [67x]) left, and Luke revealed that the church members with their wives and children, accompanied the nine men out of the city and to the shore. (Imagine the fond memories those adults and their children would have as they ministered to Paul and the mighty men!). *They kneeled down on the shore and prayed no doubt for the safety of the mighty men and Paul!
	*The men boarded back on the ship and the church members of Tyre Baptist Church returned home. 
Acts 21:7
*Re-boarding the same ship at Tyre, they sailed about 28 miles south around the Mediterranean coast to Ptolemais.  They saluted the members of the Ptolemais Baptist Church and abode with them one day.
Acts 21:8 
	*The historian Luke was time sensitive concerning the fifty days from Passover to Pentecost. In the fifth and six weeks the band of mighty men traveled and visited in Tyre, Ptolemais, and now Caesarea. Paul had been to Caesarea twice before (Acts 9:30, 18:22) and he was back. The group found the house of the church planter of former Deacon Philip the “evangelist” (3x), who was forced to leave Jerusalem because of Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8:1-3).  He had gone to Samaria and started the Samaritan Baptist Church in his home as he evangelized the city and baptized converts (Acts 8:4-13).  Later, Philip ministered with the Gaza Baptist Church, and went to Azotus, and finally to Caesarea (Acts 8:26-40).    
	*Philip was married and had four daughters and met the qualifications for the two remaining offices of Deacon and Pastor (I Tim. 3:1-13).  He also had one of the three now defunct offices (Apostle, Prophet, and Evangelist [Eph. 4:11]).  Philip’s expanded ministries were activated by Saul of Tarsus!  The Lord used this tool of Satan to help plant NT churches and to expand NT ministries (see Ps. 76:10)!  
Acts 21:9
	*The physician Luke gave family details to Theophilus.  Philip had four godly daughters who were sexually pure and not married. They prophesied as prophetesses and were similar to Miriam, Deborah, Huldah, Noadiah, the wife of Isaiah, “one Anna, a prophetess,” and the self-proclaimed Jezebel. There is no indication that the daughters of Philip prophesied in the presence of the nine men. Paul commanded that women be silent in the presence of men concerning doctrine (I Cor. 14:34; I Tim. 2:11-12).  No doubt these four prophetesses evangelized the women in Caesarea and elsewhere!  	
Acts 21:10-11
	*Contrastively, during the time at Caesarea, the Lord sent a certain prophet named Agabus to prophesy to the Apostle Paul.  Earlier, Agabus had come to Antioch and predicted a drought throughout the land. The church sent Paul and Barnabas with financial relief for Jerusalem and environs (Acts 11:27-30).    
	*Agabus had a special prophecy for Paul which he graphically symbolized for warning. Paul knew generally how things would play out in Jerusalem since he recognized he would suffer many things (Acts 9:15-16). Agabus warned but did not prohibit Paul from going, as did the church members at Tyre (v. 4)!  His symbolic message involved taking Paul’s “girdle” (zone) or sash around his midsection and Agabus bound his own hands and feet.  Jeremiah used the symbol of the marred girdle (Jer. 13:1). 
*The Spirit gave more details, revealing that the Jews would bind him and give him to the Gentiles.  This was part of the “prosperous journey” for which Paul and the Roman Baptists prayed (Rom. 1:10). To validate that this was the divine will of God for Paul, the Lord appeared to the apostle, and said, “Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome” (Acts 23:11).
Acts 21:12-14
*Upon hearing and seeing the symbolized message, both “we” (Luke and the seven) and the church members besought Paul not to go to Jerusalem.  They wept and broke the heart of Paul.  He was not obstinate but obedient. Similarly, Peter attempted to keep the Lord Jesus from going to Jerusalem (Mt. 16:21-23)! Paul had already testified about his resolve and now he was tested (Acts 20:24)! He was going, and ready to be bound and die for the sake of the Lord Jesus (Who died for Paul)! He had asked, “Are we ministers of Christ?...” (II Cor. 11:23-28). Recognizing his commitment, the Caesarean Baptist Church said, “The will of the Lord be done.” Was it? 
Acts 21:15-16
*Finally, the time was ripe for Paul to arrive in Jerusalem, not too soon and certainly not too late for Pentecost. Luke and the seven with Paul “took up our carriages” (things that carried: their belongings, or “carry-ons”).  The Geneva Bible: “we trussed vp our fardels.” They went up to Jerusalem (2500 ft.).
*With great wisdom, some of the members of the Caesarean Baptist Church went with the nine men to Jerusalem, and included the old disciple “Mnason” (“remembering” [1x] > “Manasseh”) of Cyprus (country of Barnabas [Acts 4:36; see also 11:19]). The spiritual benefit of Mnason was his Christian testimony and sagacious experience, and the physical benefit was his lodging in Jerusalem, which would have been extremely crowded at Pentecost! He was “given to hospitality” (even for the Gentile Luke!).
Acts 21:17
	*For the third time, after each of his three Missionary Journeys, Paul returned to Jerusalem.  He had great accountability and significant interest in the Jerusalem Baptist Church which he initially attempted to destroy!  The first church council at Jerusalem was harmonious with the plan to evangelize Gentiles and Jews (Acts 15:1 ff.). Furthermore, Paul brought the Gentile financial gift to the Jerusalem church (I Cor. 16:1-4).  The Baptist brethren received gladly the former Saul of Tarsus and his Gentile converts. 
Acts 21:18-19
	*The next day Paul honored the Lord and His word by showing respect to the senior elder, Pastor James (half-brother of Jesus and full brother with Jude, former unbelievers until the resurrection [Jn. 7:5]!). He met with the pastor and all the elders which were present. Scripture teaches that there is one senior, exclusive pastor of each church, called “star” and “angel” (Rev. 1:20; 2:1 et al; cf. Acts 15:13).
	*Paul saluted the biblical leaders (no apostles or deacons mentioned) and declared God’s work among the Gentiles by his ministry. With his spiritual gift of prophecy he gave a wordy account of his Third Missionary Journey in revisiting and strengthening the Baptist churches in Galatia, Phrygia, Ephesus, Macedonia, Achaia, Tyre, and Caesarea! This is a list of the “my church” movement of the Lord Jesus!
Acts 21:20-21
	*Paul great testimony brought no jealously or critique but only praise as they glorified the LORD. Calling Paul “brother,” they counselled with concern the “many thousands of Jews” which believed the Gospel.  As perfected Jews, they attempted to harmonize Jesus as their Messiah with their zeal for the Law. What about circumcision (Acts 15:1ff.) and the Kosher diet (which Peter continued to practice [Acts 10:10-17; Gal. 2:11-14])? Furthermore, their ecclesiological knowledge may have been limited! 
	*The Covenant Community began with Moses and ended at the Cross. Theological amalgamation was practiced by many Jews! Saul/Paul was well known and was hated/questioned!  They knew that the Apostle liberated saved Gentiles from the ceremonial and social laws of the Tanak.  Nevertheless, antagonist Jews perverted his message, saying that Jews should not circumcise their sons and not to walk in the “customs” (see Acts 6:14)!  As a matter of fact, Paul had half-Jew Timothy circumcised (Acts 16:3), and Paul took a Jewish vow by shaving his head (Acts 18:18).  He was not focused on the “shadows” but on the “substance” of Moses’ writings!
Acts 21:22
	*Now James and the elders must instruct the “multitude” of members of the Jerusalem Baptist Church as they considered “what is it therefore?”  News of the Apostle Paul’s arrival would have spread & the pastors wanted to inform, protect, and unify the Baptist assembly members with the critical situation!
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